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Statewide Coalition Joins Assemblyman Brodsky to Call for an 
Immediate Moratorium on the Empire Zone Program 
Groups Support Brodsky’s Bill to Reform the Broken Program 

 
(Albany, NY)  Representatives of a statewide coalition joined Assemblyman Richard 
Brodsky and his Assembly colleagues in calling upon state leaders to enact major reforms 
to the state’s Empire Zone Program to ensure greater transparency, efficacy and 
accountability. The groups believe that recent information garnered through FOIA 
lawsuits and public hearings, combined with the Comptroller’s last review, necessitate a 
moratorium on benefits until the program can be rigorously audited to determine it’s 
efficacy. 
  
Assemblyman Brodsky announced that he was introducing a bill to create greater 
transparency and accountability to reform this beleaguered program. The Assemblyman 
included many of the proposals the coalition has been calling for.  Ron Deutsch, 
Executive Director of New Yorkers for Fiscal Fairness, agreed with the Assemblyman 
and supported his bill. “For the past decade this program has lacked any accountability 
and desperately needs to be reigned in.  There are many businesses currently in the 
program that have received certification under dubious circumstances.  There is no reason 
we should continue to allow companies that are not creating jobs or paying substandard 
wages to continue to receive benefits through this program. We can, and must, do better” 
stated Deutsch. 
 
"The Empire Zones program's powerful incentives are now being used to subsidize 
favored businesses in some areas of the state that are relatively well off while similar 
businesses in the same area and in other parts of the state are paying taxes at the regular 
rates.  How can New York State justify maintaining a tax system in which businesses 
whose operations are the same in all material respects are paying taxes under what are 
really substantially different tax codes?"  stated Frank Mauro, Executive Director of the 
Fiscal Policy Institute. 
 
Susan Lawrence, Conservation Chair, Atlantic Chapter Sierra Club stated that, "The 
State's Empire Zone benefits need to be directed to those communities most in need of 
economic development and redevelopment where public infrastructure already exists. 
They should not be used to promote sprawl by developing greenfields and destroying our 
precious natural resources including farmland, forests, wetlands, and watersheds. The 
State needs to amend the Empire Zone law and enact rules and regulations to ensure that 
these State public subsidies paid for by all the taxpayers are directed in the most cost-



effective manner to promote economic redevelopment across the State while protecting 
the environment."  
 
The Statewide Coalition asked that the following reforms be included in any reform 
measures: 
 

Reform the Zones:  Making Empire Zones More Accountable 
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